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THE CALIFORNIA MUSEUM PRESENTS WILFRIED “SATTY” PODRIECH 
GOLD ON THE BAY: THE REMARKABLE STORY OF GOLD RUSH SAN FRANCISCO 

April 18, 2009 to December 20, 2009 
 

A Collage Exhibit of Historic Representations of the Booming City on the Bay 
 
(Sacramento, CA) - The California Museum opens its newest exhibit, Gold on the Bay: The Remarkable Story of 
Gold Rush San Francisco to the public on Saturday, April 18th. The exhibit features collages depicting San 
Francisco as a sleepy Mexican outpost on through its formative years past the boom of the Gold Rush. 
Artifacts ranging in gold paraphernalia to pistols will accentuate the 28 surrealist collages, which play on 
form, cultural resonance and textured surfaces. 
 
On the 160th anniversary of the California Gold Rush, the exhibition will be a great venue to learn about the 
energetic and yet dark underbelly of California’s ultimate boomtown. Students of California history will find 
the pictorial exhibit unique as it portrays the full spectrum of the diverse conditions and nature of the city’s 
society, as well as provide a distinct artistic perspective on its progression. 
 
The collages Satty assembled are compilations of historic illustrations and are accompanied by descriptive 
eyewitness accounts dating from 1849 to 1890. The California State Parks contributed to the exhibit by 
lending the Museum items best portraying the various vices of the time, like Mexican playing cards, opium 
stands, gold scales and a gambler’s Colt pistol, among others. 
 
Wilfried “Satty” Podriech (1939-1982) was a German immigrant who lived in San Francisco as part of the 
Hippie counterculture of the 1960s and 70s. As an artist and historian, he found little difference between the 
rough and tumble lifestyle of Gold Rush San Francisco and the transgressive chaotic city of his own time.  
 
All images are courtesy of Walter Medeiros. 
 
 
About The California Museum 
The California Museum – home of the California Hall of Fame and California Legacy Trails – engages, educates and enlightens people 
about California’s rich history and its unique contribution to the world through ideas, innovation, art and culture. Through captivating, 
interactive and innovative experiences, the Museum seeks to inspire men, women and children to dream the California dream and dare to 
make their mark on history. Open Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. Noon-5 p.m.; Adults $8.50, Students/Seniors (with valid I.D.) $7, Children 
6-13 $6.00; Free for Children 5 and Younger. Parking is free on the weekends. www.CaliforniaMuseum.org.  
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