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Exhibition” traces the trajec-
tory of Lincoln's life from
prairie lawyer to preeminent
statesman and examines the
monumental issues he wres-
tled with during his presi-
dency.

The exhibit, brimming
with a wealth of priceless
Lincoln artifacts, not only
honors the most mythic of
presidents, it essentially
brings him down to Earth.

New appreciation

“It helps us learn a little
about, and appreciate, who
he was as a man,” Meeker
says.

Sacramento doesn't im-
mediately leap to mind as a
prime place to learn about
Lincoln. But for much of this
summer, it will be a go-to
spot for just that.

In addition to the “Mal-
ice Toward None,” Lincoln-
inspired exhibits are being
showcased at three venues
in the River City, including
the California State Railroad
Museum, the California State
Capitol Museum and the Le-
land Stanford Mansion State
Historic Park.

The exhibit at the Rail-

| road Museum focuses on

how Lincoln was instrumen-
tal in determining the future
role of American railroads.
The presentation at the Capi-
tol explores California’s po-
litical and military connec-
tions to the Civil War and
the importance of the state’s
gold in preserving the union.
Meanwhile, the exhibit at
the Stanford mansion has
the most tenuous connection
to Lincoln as it follows the
development of the original
Transcontinental Railroad’s
western route via a series of
vintage photographs.

In all three cases, the sites
themselves are worth explor-
ing, especially if you're a
Sacramento newcomer. The
dazzling Railroad Museum is
a must-see for train buffs and
sits on the north end of Old
Sacramento State Historic
Park, with its cobblestone
streets and horse-drawn
carriages. The four-story
Stanford Mansion is a prime
example of Victorian-era el-
egance, and the Capitol is,
well, the Capitol.

First stop

But the true summer
mecca for Lincoln afficiona-
dos will be The California
Museum, a downtown facil-
ity that opened in 1998 with
an initial purpose to show-
case materials from the State
Archives. In recent years, the
mission has expanded and
the attempt to attract world-

if You Go

Four Likealn-theméd exhibits are
belry ghowoased (h 8actamento:
“With Mallce Towatd None: The
Abraham Lincoln Bicentenrlal
Exhibitloh”

B WHERE: The Callfotnia Mu-
seum, 1020 O St. 916-853-7524;
www.californlamuseudm org

B WHEN: June 24-Alg. 22

B ADMISSION: $8.50 géneral;
$7 students and genlors; 6
youths ages 8-13. CHlidran ages
5 and Undet ate free.

“The Rall Splitter &nd the Rall-
roads: Lincoln, the Unloh and
the Golden Stata”

W WHERE: Californld State Rall-
road Museurn, Old Sacramento
State Historlc Patk. 8168-322-
B445; www.califorrgstaterall
roadmusslim.org.

B WHEN: Through Feb. 15

o ADMISSION: $8 genetal: $3
youths ages 8-17; children ages
5 and under dre free.

“Out Unlon Forever: Califor-
hig's Role (H the Clvil War"

o WHERE: Callforhla Stdte Capl-
tal Museum, 10th and L streets,
State Capltol. 918-324-0333;
www.parks.td.gov/lindsin.

B WHEN: THrough Mardh 23

B ADMISSION: Free.

"Walking the Qrade: Contem-
potary Views of the Paclfic
Rallroed"

class exhibits has intensi-
fidd,

“With Malice Toward
None" fits that bill. The Cali-
fornia Museum is the first of
only five institutions selected
to hotise the exhibition after
its riin i1 Washington, D.C,,
and i8 the only West Coast
site on the tour. Sacramento

B WHERE: Leland Stanford
Mansion State Historic Park, 800
N 8t. 816-324-0575; www.parks.
ca.gov/lincaln.

B WHEN: THrougH March 31

B ADMISSION: $8 general; $3
youth ages B-17; children ages 5
dnd under are fféeg.

B WHERE TO STAY: Amber
House Bed & Breakfast (1315
22nd St., 916-444-80BS, www.
amberhouse.com) is a historic
Inn in midtown with two homes
— an 1895 Colonial Revival and
1805 Craftsmen — featuring 10
total rooms. Rates start at $169
per night.

Keeping with the historical feel,
Vizeaya Pavllion & Mansion
2019 2181 1., 916-455-5243;
Www,vizoayapavilion.com) is a
renovated white Colorial Re-
vival ransion In midtown that
teatures elght sleeping rooms,
Including carrlage house rooms
ﬁi&ﬂrsatmu; tes start at

Gavamars Inn Hotal (210
Aichards Bivd., 916-448-7224;
W, govemorsainnhiotel.com)
offers lots of amenities such as

night.

For a Unigue lodging optioh, try
Delta King Hotel (1000 Front St.,
B00-391-5464; www.delta

woh hosting honors over San
Francisco and Los Angeles
largely because Union Pa-
cific Railroad, the national
sponsor of the exhibition,
pushed for its inclusion.
“Everyone around here is
all abuzz. We're ecstatic to
have it,” says Claudia French,
the museum'’s executive direc-

ANDA CHU/STAFF
A VISITGH MAKES his way through a collection of Civil War flags that are part of
the “Our Union Forever: Califorhia’s Role in the Civil War” exhibit at the California
State Capitol Museum In Sacramento.

king.com). The historic paddie
wheeler riverboat is moored in
Qld Sacramento and features 44
state rooms aboard the hotel-
boat. Rates start at $99.

M WHERE TO EAT: Ambrosid
Cafe (1020 K St., 916-444-8129;
www.ambrosiacafesacramento.
com) offers salads and sand-
wiches in a casual cafe setting
near the California Museum.

Brew It Up! (801 14th St., 916-
441-3000; www.brewitup.com)
has pub and grill fare as well as
an array of handcrafted beers.
For great steaks #nd political
atmosphere, try the Broiler
Steakhouse (1201 K St., 916-444-
3444; www.thebroilersteakhouse.
com).
For a more upscale dining expé-
rience, Lucca Restaurant & Baf
(1615 J St., 916-669-5300; Wiww.
Iygcarestaurant.com) serves
ifornia-Mediterranean cuidlhe
and has an intimate outdeor

jpatio dining area.

Zocalo (1801 Capitol Avéi

916-441-0303) is an affordable

Mexican hot spot but It cart get
erowded and noisy.

M MORE INFO: Sacramento
Ednvention & Visitors Bureall
~-916-B0B-7777; www.discover
gold.org. For a list of other
events in the Sacramento region
— http:/fsacramento365.com.

tor. “It speaks to the credibility
the museum has gained and
the partnerships we've built.”

Visitors to the exhibition
enter through four Doric col-
umns designed to evoke the
Lincoln Memorial and imme-
diately feel the history. In a
section dedicated to Lincoln’s
early life, prime showpieces

include the 1828 grammar
book Lincoln used to teach
himself proper English and a
rocking chair from his law of-

fice.

Personal objects

The exhibition, covering
3,000 square feet, is studded
with such sacred objects, all
of which pack a potent vis-
ceral power. Sure to draw
plenty of attention is the
156-year-old Bible used in
Lincoln’s first Inauguration
— the same velvet-bound
Bible upon which President
Barack Obama took the oath
of office.

Among the close to 200
other items on display are:

B Lincoln’s draft of the
Emanicpation Proclamation.

B Originals or facsimiles
of several speeches, includ-
ing the Gettysburg Address.

B Letters written by Lin-
coln to various friends, gen-
erals and the first lady.

B The contents of the
president’s pockets the night
he was assassinated.

B Lincoln’s autopsy re-
port.

The latter items might
send a shiver through some
visitors, or even come across
as morbid. French, however,
believes they “help make him
real and humanize him.”

Central to the exhibit
are the many examples of
Lincoln's writing. As literary
critic Adam Gopnik wrote,
“His hand and pen were the
axis of his experience,” and
to see the language and elo-
quence of his work is fasci-
nating.

“As you read his words,
it'’s remarkable how they
continue to resonate today,”
French says. “... And not un-
like today, it was a tough
time to be president. It just
deepens your appreciation
for the many challenges he
faced.”

Expanded opportunities

French and her staff are
making efforts to enable as
many people as possible to
enjoy the Lincoln presenta-
tion. The museum recently
expanded its hours to be
open on Mondays and also
will welcome visitors on the
Fourth of July. A Lincoln-
themed movie night is being
planned for sometime next
month, as well as arts-and-
crafts sessions for youths.

“With Malice Toward
None: The Abraham Lincoln
Bicentennial Exhibition”
runs through Aug. 22.

Reach Chuck Barney at
925-952-2685 or charney@
bayareanewsgroup.com.
Also check out his blog at
http://blogs.mercurynews.
com/aeilcategory/tv.






