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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Oct. 3, 2016  

Office of the Governor & California Museum 
announce the 10th class of  

California Hall of Fame inductees 
Newest class to be celebrated in an induction ceremony on Nov. 30, followed by an  

all-new exhibit featuring artifacts on loan from inductees opening on Dec. 1 

SACRAMENTO, CALIF. — Oct. 3, 2016: Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. and First Lady Anne Gust Brown, along with the 
California Museum, announced the 10th class of inductees to the California Hall of Fame today. The newest class of 
inspirational individuals will join 96 Californians previously inducted for exemplifying California’s spirit of innovation. 

The 10th class of California Hall of Fame inductees comprises: acclaimed author Isabel Allende; film icon Harrison Ford; 
baseball legend Tony Gwynn; distinguished artist and social justice advocate Corita Kent; former U.S. Secretary of 
Defense and nuclear deterrence expert William J. Perry; groundbreaking journalist and former First Lady of California 
Maria Shriver; music business pioneer Russ Solomon and celebrated actor and activist George Takei.  

“These individuals exemplify the unique and boundless creativity of California,” said Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. “Their 
work has enriched the lives of others and remains an inspiration to all Californians.”  

Inductees, who will attend in person, and family members of posthumous inductees will receive the Spirit of California 
medal from the Governor and First Lady in the official state ceremony on Wed., Nov. 30 at 7:00 p.m. at the California 
Museum, located at 1020 O Street in Sacramento. In addition to the ceremony, inductees will be commemorated with an 
exhibition of artifacts highlighting their lives and achievements, which opens to the public at 10:00 a.m. on Thurs., Dec. 1 
at the California Museum. 

“I'm deeply humbled and grateful to Governor Brown and Anne for inducting me into the Hall of Fame Class of 2016,” said 
inductee and former First Lady Maria Shriver. “When we created the Hall of Fame 10 years ago, I never dreamt I would be 
honored alongside so many people I've been awed by and admire. Like millions of others, I came to California to create my 
own life and fulfill my dreams. I hope that my course in life might inspire others, just as I've been inspired by California and 
those who have gone before me.” 

“I am a proud second generation Californian, humbled to be honored by a state singular in its beauty, diversity and 
dynamism,” said inductee George Takei. “To be inducted to join the inspiring trail blazers in the arts, industry, academia, 
sports and political affairs is an honor beyond words. This is truly the Golden State.” 
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Inductees into the California Hall of Fame have made remarkable achievements in science, philanthropy, sports, business, 
entertainment, literature, technology, activism and politics.  

“California is the land of dreamers and innovators, where anything is possible,” said Caroline Beteta, president and CEO of 
Visit California, the California Hall of Fame’s title sponsor. “This year’s inductees are diverse pioneers who embody the 
Golden State’s iconic lifestyle and culture of possibility, which inspires people from all over the world to visit.”  

“The California Museum is honored to celebrate this 10th class of truly remarkable Californians,” said Richard Costigan III, 
Chair of the California Museum's Board of Trustees. “We are also thankful to Visit California for their continued support 
of the California Hall of Fame, a celebration of the Golden State and those who achieve the California dream.”  

Members of the public are invited to view the arrivals of inductees and ceremony attendees on Wed., Nov. 30 from 5:30 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in a public viewing area located in front of the Museum on the corner of 10th and O Streets. Immediately 
following the arrivals, a live webcast of the induction ceremony will be streamed on the Museum’s website at 
CaliforniaMuseum.org beginning at 7:00 p.m.  

For more information, visit http://www.CaliforniaMuseum.org/California-Hall-Fame. 

The title sponsor of the 10th annual California Hall of Fame is Visit California. 
 

 
 

### 
 
 

ABOUT CALIFORNIA MUSEUM  
A self-supporting 501(c)3 non-profit, the California Museum — home of the California Hall of Fame — engages, educates and 
enlightens people about California’s rich history and unique contributions to the world through ideas, innovation, the arts and 
culture. Through interactive and innovative experiences, the Museum inspires visitors to dream the California dream and dares 
them to make their own mark on history. Open Tuesday-Saturday: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday: 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.; 
closed Monday Admission: adults $9.00; college students & seniors $7.50 with valid ID; youth 6-17: $7.00; children 5 and under 
free. For more information, visit http://www.CaliforniaMuseum.org. 
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(916) 445-4571       Communications & Marketing Director  

California Museum  
(916) 651-0934  
bhamilton@californiamuseum.org 

 
 

Interviews available by request, submit inquiries at: http://www.californiamuseum.org/media-inquiries.  
Downloadable press kit available at: http://www.californiamuseum.org/press-kits 
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