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Written reports for student entries in the Dig It! The Secrets of Soil Science Fair Project 
Contest, sponsored by the Soil Science Society of America, should include the 
components outlined below.  

1. Abstract 

An abstract is a short version of your science fair project final report (maximum of 250 
words) and includes the following:  

A. Introduction  
Describe the purpose for doing your soil erosion project. Why should anyone care 
about soil erosion? Did you explain something that should cause people to change 
what they are doing?  

B. Problem Statement  
 Identify the problem you solved or the hypothesis you investigated. 

C. Procedures 
 What was your approach for investigating the problem?  

D. Results 
 What answer(s) did you obtain?  

E. Conclusions 
State how your soil science project contributes to the area you worked in. Did you 
meet your objectives?  

 
2. Hypothesis 

A hypothesis is an educated guess about how things work and is written like this: 
"If _____[I do this] _____, then _____[this]_____ will happen." 

 “If I add compost to my garden, then my tomatoes will be more productive.” 

3. Materials List 

 List the supplies and equipment you used to complete your project. 

4. Experimental Procedure 

An experimental procedure statement is a step-by-step recipe for your science 
experiment, and a good experimental procedure statement is so detailed that it lets 
someone else duplicate your experiment exactly! 

5. Data Analysis/Results 

Present and review your data. Try to look at the results of your experiment with a 
critical eye and ask yourself these questions:  

Is it complete, or did you forget something? Do you need to collect more data? Did you 
make any mistakes?  

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_abstract.shtml
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6.  Conclusions 

 Your conclusions are a written summary outlining how the results of your experiment 
support or contradict your hypothesis. 

7. Bibliography 

 A bibliography is a list of the books, articles and websites you used to research your 
project. Include your bibliography on a separate page following your written report 
using this format: 

a. Author's last name, first name and middle name or initial. 
b. Name of the article or chapter from your source in quotes. 
c. Title of the book or source. 
d. Place where your source was published followed by a colon. 
e. Publisher name, date and volume followed by a colon and the page numbers. 

Example for book or magazine:  
Smith, John B., 'Science Fair Fun' Experiment Time, New York: Sterling Pub. Co., May 
1990, Vol. 2:10-25. 

Example for web site:  
Bailey, Regina, About.com Biology Site, Mar. 9, 2000. 

8. Future Directions  

 Think about your experiment results and their importance. Ask yourself these 
questions, and write a summary of your answers. 

 Is there additional research you could do to expand your project? Did your project result 
in more questions than answers? What are those questions? 

Written reports should be saved as an Adobe Acrobat PDF file and uploaded by 5:00 
pm on December 5, 2014 to http://www.californiamuseum.org/dig-it-contest. 

From the entries received, 20 finalists will be selected and asked to present a display board 
of their project on February 7, 2015 at The California Museum. Finalists will be notified 
beginning January 5, 2015 and announced on January 15, 2015. The diagram below is an 
example of the display board finalists will be asked to bring for final judging: 

 

http://www.californiamuseum.org/dig-it-contest

