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Gambatte! Legacy of an Enduring Spirit 
chronicling Japanese Americans’ legacy of 

perseverance over an often overlooked chapter 
of U.S. history opens Jan. 29 

New exhibit featuring historic photographs by Dorothea Lange & contemporary images 
by photojournalist Paul Kitagaki, Jr. reveals a generation’s triumph over their 

incarceration during WWII 
  

SACRAMENTO, CALIF. — Jan. 19, 2015: Featuring historic images by U.S. War Relocation Authority staff photographers 
including Dorothea Lange and contemporary images by photojournalist Paul Kitagaki, Jr., “Gambatte! Legacy of an 
Enduring Spirit” opens on Thurs., Jan. 29 at the California Museum. A visual exploration of the Japanese concept of 
gambatte, or to triumph over adversity, the exhibit chronicles the legacy of Japanese Americans who persevered over 
their incarceration during World War II through a display of past and present images from an often overlooked chapter 
of U.S. history.  

Following the bombing of Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, over 120,000 Japanese Americans residing on the West Coast, 
2/3rds of whom were American by birth, were forced to leave their homes and incarcerated at one of 10 War Relocation 
Centers located in isolated areas under Executive Order 9066. Issued by President Franklin D. Roosevelt on Feb. 19, 
1942, the order deemed California, Oregon, Washington and Arizona a military zone and gave the U.S .War Relocation 
Authority (WRA) jurisdiction over people of Japanese ancestry living in these states.  

During the WRA’s existence from 1942-1946, the agency maintained records of its work through reports and 
photographs taken by Dorothea Lange, Tom Parker and other professional photographers commissioned to document 
the daily life and treatment of Japanese Americans during their incarceration through images.  

Lange found herself at odds with her employer due to issues of racism and civil rights raised by the assignment. Her 
work juxtaposed signs of courage and determination with evidence of the indignities of incarceration, and as a result 
many of her photographs were censored by the federal government. It was not until 1972, when the Whitney Museum of 
American Art first displayed 27 of her images in an exhibit on Japanese American interment titled ”Executive Order 
9066,” that her work became widely know and began to serve as a public record of Japanese Americans’ internment 
during WWII. 
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In the late 1970s, Paul Kitagaki, Jr. was beginning his career as a photojournalist in San Francisco when he learned that 
Lange had photographed his family in 1942 while they awaited a relocation bus in Oakland, CA. While researching 
Lange’s work to locate images of his relatives, his interest in the effects of Executive Order 9066 led him to begin 
researching other individuals captured in WRA photographs and how their incarceration during WWII changed their 
lives.  

“As I examined Lange’s work, I realized that every photograph represented an untold story that was quietly buried in the 
past,” said Kitagaki. “I had many questions and few answers. Most importantly, I wanted to know how Executive Order 
9066 forever changed the lives of these internees who unjustly lost their homes, businesses and, sometimes, their 
families.” 

To date, Kitagaki has documented over 25 of the individuals originally shot by the WRA staff with his own contemporary 
photographs. Utilizing a 4x5 format camera, similar to equipment used by photographers in the 1940s, and black and 
white film, his work is designed to mirror his predecessors while revealing the strength and legacy of perseverance of his 
subjects.  

“Paul Kitagaki's visual resurrection of a tragic and intergenerational trauma of the WWII incarceration of innocent 
people is a stirring reminder to all citizens of the world of inhumane injustices perpetrated in the name of war,” said Dr. 
Satsuki Ina, a subject featured in the exhibit and filmmaker of the documentaries Children of the Camps (2003) and From 
a Silk Cocoon (2005). “Kitagaki's inspired work has a profound message that brings the past into today's perspective.” 

“The California Museum is proud to exhibit these powerful images from the past and present documenting Japanese 
Americans’ internment during WWII,” said Executive Director Dori Moorehead. “They serve as not only a visual record 
of this chapter of history, but also as an inspiration as examples of the mankind’s ability to triumph over adversity.” 

A photojournalist for more than 35 years, Kitagaki has worked for The Sacramento Bee since 2003 and has been featured 
in lectures, books, exhibits and many national publications including Time, Sports Illustrated, People, New York Times, San 
Francisco Chronicle and Chicago Tribune.  

Continuing through May 3, the exhibit is sponsored by the Japanese American Citizens’ League’s Northern California 
Time of Remembrance Committee, The Sacramento Bee and Tanforan Assembly Center Memorial Committee. 
 

 

### 

 

 

RELATED PROGRAMMING: 

“Uprooted! Japanese Americans During World War II” 
Ongoing 

Featuring members of the local Sacramento Japanese American community, this exhibit presents personal stories 
highlighting issues of immigration and internment during World War II to the success of redress for the loss of 
constitutional rights. Artifacts on display include photographs, art, ephemera and crafts and more from the Japanese 
American Archival Collection developed at California State University Sacramento. For more information, please visit 
CaliforniaMuseum.org/Uprooted. 

http://www.californiamuseum.org/uprooted
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“Time of Remembrance” Annual Learning Program 
January 27-March 20, 2015 

Aligning with State Content Standards on social science and language arts for 3rd through 8th grades, the “Time of 
Remembrance” annual learning program provides students the opportunity to experience life in a WWII internment 
camp through the first-hand experiences of a formerly-interned docent on a guided tour of “Uprooted! Japanese 
Americans During World War II.” Following the tour, a classroom session explores citizenship, constitutionality and the 
concept of redress, as well as provides assistance with completing the program’s activity sheet. For more information, 
please visit CaliforniaMuseum.org/Time-of-Remembrance. 

 

In Focus: Legacy of an Enduring Spirit featuring Paul Kitagaki, Jr. 
February 14, 2015 · 1:00-5:00 pm 

Learn the stories behind the photographs displayed in “Gambatte! Legacy of an Enduring Spirit” in a special event 
featuring Sacramento Bee photojournalist Paul Kitagaki, Jr. presented by Japanese American Citizens’ League’s Northern 
California Time of Remembrance (NCTOR) Committee. Tickets, which include admission to presentation, reception with 
complimentary refreshments, all Museum exhibits and free parking, are $20.00 each adult and $15.00 each college 
students with valid ID. Proceeds benefit the NCTOR committee programming and the Museum’s “Time of 
Remembrance” annual field trip program, providing students with tours of the Museum’s exhibit “Uprooted! Japanese 
Americans During WWII” led by a formerly interned docent each spring. Limited to a maximum of 256 attendees, event 
tickets may be purchased in advance from NCTOR directly at NCTOR.org or by calling (916) 508-6587. 

 

ABOUT CALIFORNIA MUSEUM: 

A self-supporting 501(c)3 non-profit, the California Museum — home of the official California Hall of Fame — engages, 
educates and enlightens people about California’s rich history and unique contributions to the world through ideas, 
innovation, the arts and culture. Through interactive and innovative experiences, the Museum inspires men, women and 
children to achieve the California dream and to make their own mark on history. Open Tues.-Sat. 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.; 
1st Sun. of the month: 12:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.; closed Mondays (except on federal holidays). Admission: adults $9.00; 
college students & seniors $7.50 with valid ID; youth 6-17: $6.50; children 5 & under free. For more information, please 
visit CaliforniaMuseum.org.  

 

 

Press images available online at: CaliforniaMuseum.org/photo-gallery/gambatte-legacy-enduring-spirit 

Media Inquiries:  CaliforniaMuseum.org/media-inquiries   

Contact: Brenna Hamilton 
 Communications & Marketing Director 
 Phone: (916) 651-0934 
 Email: bhamilton@californiamuseum.org  
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