
CALIFORNIA MISSIONS ACTIVITY SHEET

Name: Date: Class:

STANDARDS: CCSS.RI.4.1, 4.3, 4.7; History-Social Science 4.2, 4.7

INSTRUCTIONS: It’s time to show off your Social Studies skills as you make your way through the
California Missions exhibit. Use the exhibit to answer your questions and inspire your drawing.

MAP SKILLS Use the map in California Missions to answer the following questions.

1.   Write the name of the mission farthest north: __________________________

2.   Write the name of the mission farthest south :__________________________

3. If it takes one day of travel by horse between each mission, how many days would it take to travel from:

a.San Luis Obispo to Soledad? _____________

b. San Fernando to Santa Inez? _____________

4. Why do you think the Spanish chose to build the 21 missions along the coast?

____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

ARTIFACT ANALYSIS: Use the artifact case in California Missions to answer the following questions.

5. Adobe is made of   _____________and  _____________.

6. Observe the tools in the case. What tools do you see?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

7. Who do you think used these tools? What do you think they were used for?



GRAPHING SKILLS: Read “Native Peoples and the Missions.” Look at the graph to answer the following
questions:

8. How many Native Californians lived in California in 1770? ______________________________

9. How many Native Californians lived in California in 1850? ______________________________

10. Did the Native population of California increase or decrease? __________________________

11. What are reasons why the population increased or decreased?

__________________________________________________________________________

ARTIFACT ANALYSIS: Despite Missionaries preventing Native Californians from taking part in cultural
practices, such as basket weaving, many Native Californians found ways to keep their cultural heritage alive.
Take a look at the basket in the Missions exhibit.

12.What animals do you see in the details?

_________________________________________

__________________________________________

13. What could this tell you about what the tribe values?

________________________________________

__________________________________________

Bonus! Find a basket that looks interesting to
you. Draw it in the box!


